April 4, 2022

Representative Gayle Manning, Chair
Primary and Secondary Education Committee
77 South High Street

Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Chair Manning and Committee Members:

The undersigned organizations write in support of Sarah’s Law for Seizure Safe Schools (HB 606) and
urge the Ohio legislature to swiftly pass this legislation. Sarah’s Law for Seizure Safe Schools is critical to
ensuring that students living with the epilepsies and seizure disorders in Ohio remain safe and are well
supported in their school environment and have access to the care that they need.

Epilepsy is a medical condition characterized by seizures, which are sudden surges of electrical activity in
the brain, that affects a variety of mental and physical functions. It is a spectrum disease comprised of
many diagnoses including an ever-growing number of rare epilepsies. Approximately 1 and 26
Americans will develop epilepsy, and about 1 and 10 people may experience a seizure during their
lifetime. There are approximately 470,000 people under age 18 living with the epilepsies in the U.S.
including 16,900 children and teens in Ohio.

Seizures can happen in any place, at any time. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), approximately 336,000 kids have at least one seizure annually. Compared to students
with other health concerns, a study from the CDC found that students 6-17 years of age living with the
epilepsies were more likely to miss 11 or more days of school in the past year. Proper seizure first aid
and continuity of care while children and youth are at school are necessary to ensure that students with
the epilepsies remain safe and can reach their full potential with as minimal disruption to their learning
as possible.

Sarah’s Law for Seizure Safe Schools would greatly improve the care and safety of students with epilepsy
and seizure in schools by:

e requiring training for all school personnel in seizure recognition and first-aid response as a part
of their professional development;

e Requiring schools to have a Seizure Action Plan for each student with epilepsy on file and
available to all school employees, contractors, and volunteers who regularly interact, directly
supervise, and/or transport the student;

e Ensuring in the absence of a full- time nurse that least one-person at the school is trained to
administer FDA-approved seizure rescue medications; and

e Including a Good Samaritan Clause for those acting in good faith in accordance with the bill's
provisions.

Our organizations support and have been involved with the nationwide initiative to pass Seizure Safe
Schools legislation in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. So far, Seizure Safe Schools bills have
been passed in the following 14 states: Kentucky, Indiana, Texas, lllinois, New Jersey, Virginia,
Washington, Oklahoma, Nebraska, Alabama, Colorado, Minnesota, Utah, and Florida. Additional states
have laid and passed important groundwork towards this initiative.



We urge Ohio to become part of this momentum to properly protect and support the nearly 17,000
students with the epilepsies as well as those who may experience their first seizure in the school setting
by swiftly passing HB 606.

Sincerely,
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